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PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 AND 1.98 



Commissioner for Patents 
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In compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and the continuing duty of disclosure under 37 
C.F.R. §1 .56, the applicants call to the attention of the examiner the enclosed publications, as 
listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, which may be considered material to the examination 
of the above-identified patent application. 

This information disclosure statement is not intended to be an admission that a search 
has been made, that other relevant art does not exist, or that any of the information disclosed 
herein constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. §102 or 35 U.S.C. §103. 

This information disclosure statement is submitted before receipt of a first official 
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payment of a fee [see 37 C.F.R. §1.97(b)]. However, should the Patent Office determine that 
a fee is due for consideration of this information disclosure statement and accompanying 
publications, the Patent Office is hereby authorized to charge said fee to Deposit Account No 
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March 22, 2002 
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